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Audubon Center for Native
Plants-Mission

increase the promotion, protection and propagation of native plants, and to
integrate native plant education into our current programming at ASWP.




We All Need Clean Water
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/Blackeyed_Susan_1.JPG

How Stormwater Levels Increase

40% evapotranspiration 389 evapotranspiration

20%
runoff

infiltration infiltration

25% deep 2126 deep
infiltration infiltration

Natural Ground Cover 109%-20% Impervious Surface
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2096 shallow 10946 shallo
infiltration infiltration

1596 deep 5% deep
infiltration infiltration

359%-50% Impervious Surface 75%-100% Impervious Surface



What is a Rain Garden ?
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thai }eplites nature’s

»Rain Gardens - a simple man-made structure
own filtration system

& > A natural-looking area built in a depression and designed to capture
&2 and filter runoff from impervious surfaces such as roof tops, driveways,
and roads
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> Nof a Pond mqrsh
or bog

»Not a mosquito
habitat

> Not for summer
only -
»>Not harder to [ S :!
maintain or install '
than other gardens

> Not Expenswe
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Rain Gardens
Are Functional Landscape Features
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How a Rain Garden Works

e Wy T4 vag

Locaton
2 gaedern are fen Koaed ot the
ood ol 2! Ptter Or a0 ot

Ve Choces
Chodte aitve plants Saied on aeed Y
L, e, 58 o0 Viry pUst eng

e, Pelre, aned Tower (00t Sor phasong

n 4 bl betanm the o i

He yhowt

oed i butwrly habn

ol Arendventa

A g sl e for rn gaediorn b 65

A typacal 1 gaden B Detween fowr and -
poriand sand 15 peviard gnad ad

vt oy deep The eyt proportion
v B srfar ava s e wem Sue
fdy e Quctly and e poed A (i grden & typscaly 3 to 10 percere
e doe of e mpewous wrixe St

1 .

49 Pl (ot

preniiry ro®



Anatomy of a Rain Garden

Ponding depth
Mulch layer

Rain garden soil mix

Mulch edge

Existing ground




Rain Garden Function = Hydrology

Hardy, native drought & moisture tolerant plants

Soil mixture to filter out
nutrients & allow infiltration

Exsisting soils with good porosity

Infiltration / Percolation



Native Perennials
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Food Niches in Vertical Zones

The more food niches you provide the greater the diversity of Wildlife you will see



Typical Plants Used in Rain Gardens

»Adapted to wet and dry geonditions

»Strong root sys_?&_m to hold soil in place
» Tolerant A
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A Few Native Plants for Rain Gardens




Rain Garden Location
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9a/Rain_garden_overview.jpg

Site Assessment — Take Notes & Create a Site Sketch

» Impervious areas

»Downspout locations

> Natural grade

> Flow paths
»>Sunny/shady areas
> Existing trees & planti

ﬁ

» Soils and permeability

» Low spots & wet spot



raingardenalliance.org

HREE RIVERS

RAIN
GARDEN

ALLIANCE

Improving our environment one drop at a time



http://www.dev.raingardenalliance.org/

